Arclutsald Bal Jrs homestend, Trekering”,

“Evervone has to earn thewr keep here.”

igh Slud principal, Deborah Bell, echoes the
senfiment, and carries on the philosophy of the 19th
cenfury selflers in fthe New England and Hunfer Valey
regions of NSW The histary of the area and ifs dewvalopmeant
is populated by men of vision and large families, and a
good many of them are related fo Deborah’s husband,
Frank. Whilst the premise of this shorf feafure is fo describe
the 3000 acre caffle grazing property and Ridimg Pony
Stud, Farleigh, 13 kilomelres from Armidale, a brief firation
with the history of the ploneering ancestors and seemingly
larger than life personalifies. gives colour and insight in fo
the enlightened running of @ modern, sustainable farm.

The dogecal in e ganderr, 0n @ pRIEEY ITOFRENE.

m &

A preture of the
arfgtnal Ferdejph tolien
i JO24, perrk

FG White (Fromnk s
yarcke) , coudEn

Briece Braund aud
Frank s smather

PM Pk} Wheke
rovlf Ber dagr, ioolnng
dotont over Armitcdale.
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Archibald Beldl arrivesd im b Solormy of MEW in the by 198h cenbuny
willty P wals, INang Hil:hing arvd mirse Shilden, sl Thae bEnih
chitd born in Austrolio. He prospered ond is described as a 'land
owneat, g isteote and MMembar of the Upper Howsa' Although wed
krvowen in bis own iight, it was his second son. Archibald Bell Jr, who
reglly puf the Bell name in the colony's history books. In 1823 o
just 19 years old, Archibobd junion with the help of the kocal Doneg
people, found a way through the Blue kMountains from Richemond
her Lithwcperw, whileh is now known a3 the Bells Line of Rood, Add o
thcat bt Bl (e Ball Range and Bipdn that used o be Belpin, and
young Archibald liferally put the family on the map. Archibald
aleo exploead the Hunder River region ond repubedly soved the
aplorers. Howe and Elrg-:_:-lnn_ Iram starsation. His efforts did nol
G0 wnrewarched and Bl was g a land grant of TO00 acris naear
Singleton, and colled fhe estole, ‘Cornda’. He infreduced catlle
and was well known 05 o breeders of cooch ond hackney horses
for the Sydmey markat, In 1859, Archibold purchased "Pickening',
an estale of 8000 acres on the Hunter River near Denmman, whese
this beanch of the karge Bell famiy (Achibald produced seven
children), rermained unfil the 1970

Meamwhile, cne of the eoliest grorrg runs waos esioblished on
the Mew Erghard Tablelands by Henry Durnaresq, who called
his 100,000 acre squating staton, “Saumnarez’ after connechons
in the Channel Blands, guite possibly fo the nowal heo,
Admimal Jameés Saumanar. 1k 151 Bamn de SoaumarE who was
bowmy i Suesmsey. The ﬁp-l.'lllng Soaurmaner incicates e close
French connechion ko (ke Channel lands, over which e English
and French hoad been squabbling for canburies, > > >

The moders medarration of Farleigh, otk
the dresiage anena E the foregroamnd,

=

Chr Farieigh, there are remamders of the doys eoherr thene
evere miarny fire frands on site. The blrckemith shop s ome
exame, as ane theie, fandurg toliere the stanion haruts
ool rami the srock horses e eoery miorming They oould be
eieed wipr el fuwee phvete overs Before they eocit oo o taork.

Thus fing
fooknng
Aueetrodorp
FOEEET
CUETIET
Ee
produciion
|:I:I"|.'.EE'5.

. > - p Anotheer exanple of days gowe by i thus FRE0s
Tl old Belfield covptery om Farleigh, Even the lerter box & el desipmed. shephrerds hnat, tovich has since been dome .
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. The Englteh aid Ieish donbeys ane sot fust a

gl clecovarive whim of Deboralk's. “Tn poins of fact, they
A G T ik i t:rﬂ'pfrwm theap, poars, m._l'iﬂrfﬁm,_dmgm i woaled The ok eckmmith's thop dating
Sydney from Saumares Sarsion. S el pearkudyy, K e i s e back to the Belfield days is still
Deborah hapes to frave it restored PR CHON N RTINSO S My B N e operational. The Farleigh Stud
eventually for wse, R g . LK Sinoad, Hmda (Inding Selvin Shevad), Brasd is undersandably a bell
Trnsel, Big Ears, Kitty, Noddy and Dy,
e
Despite el close prommily fo Fronce, the inhabitonds of the [slonds

¥ =

ame Bifish subjects. By the eorly 18705 Sowmome: consisted of o
freehold property of 23000 oces owned by prominent Armidale idenity,
Henry Thomas, Second genenalion Ausinalion and substanlial NEW proparky
cwmer, Francis While, purchosed “Soumarez’ in 1874, After his fafher's death in
1878, Francis John White, "FJ" amived at 'Soumare:z’ as a 23 year old. He married,
hod seven chidren and wos noted as a visionary famer and mandsgsar,
and dlong with his brothers, had substanfiol holdings throughout NEW
and Sueensiand

nr - e =

Famic Bell is passionase about Favleigh and very W run goats here as a weed reduction program
wrerchy mvefved el iy eetairable pllasoping a
Reted parden bod wers miady from ok sucter rather than the production of goats as such,

'm’"mﬁﬁwﬁ Siicinbai although we d{:* sell older goats. The goats rotate
the paddocks with the cattle and the horses, which

greatly helps with the parasitic problems.

The importonca of a good wile goos without saying, aond although the
production of mary childen wos o “bidge too ke ko Deboah, she s
prodiuced fwa fine sons. o contife the work of the enfepising Bells. And Nl
the inncvative and active White sislers of Soumarez’. o3 of 1984 o Nafiomnas
Tre! propay, and Ihe dorlied Bell whees, Deborah s anbipdasing, aclive and
suppariive, 5o whial, you ane perhaps thinking, has all the previous hishary gol
e da with Deboah Bl and Fadeigh? Her husband, Fronk Bell, & fhe gredal
greal gmandsan of Archibald Bell and greot grandson of FJ 'While. In keaping

n g L L T i

Fifteea year oid Folly conres from a long line of with the visionary gene of his forebears, Frank is o successhul and thowghhiul

W’““‘*"‘”"fﬁwﬁ“'“‘"'m ™ famer and custodion of Mhe lond, as is evident at the modem Farleigh

wihere good type ond good lemperament are evident in ol its inhaobitants.
The next generation of Bells is clearly cut from the same cloth o aldest scn,
Jamie Bell explains. "My brofher and | represent the eighth generotion of Bl
farming in Ausiralio, When ploneer Aechibald Bell sailled b Ausiraba aboard
the Young Wilkamm in 1804 and was gramted lond, he could not hove known
thart @n unboken fomily rodithon would enduee for moe than 200 years. We
herver gromen crops, bred animals for feod and fibee, ond in the cose of horses,
for work, parlommance and pheasune, Whaleer paths cur lees may fake, | am
sune thal our paents passion for producing lestock of Tha highees! ardes, will
remin @ skhong inberest. i is a privilege we don't foke for gronted.” Love of the
kond i also evident in university student, Nigel Bell. *I'm groieful to have spent
: e a childhood living on o fom - youre never bored becouse themn's always
expect. The bmmy’ufmrﬂa?mfamu ming table sameathing to do or an andmnoal thal will play with yow. Mowadays, || provides o

it il welcome resplie from time spent studying ervironmental science in Brisbane”
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Jarue Bell eth che 27 year old Thoroughbred statlion, Semos by
Ker Sl FCAN), “Eawos har proguced sowe very mice foaly
Jor me, They wsed to traim alf the appreniice jockeys on hrm. He's
wery gt e sveet, and has pooo orares en foal this year”™

And it s aboul fime we heard from Deborah, “The name Farleigh
was the nome of g smaller property thal was odjocent bo 'Soumanes’

The Bell family of Farkeigh. L-R Nigel, Frank, Deborak and
Jawree, redimg Dveans, Blacky, Farkeph Mawon and
Fariegh Tidor Rose.

and geven fo Fronks gmndmathor Molle Baker and fhrough Na, Deborah does
hat to her dowghles Phyllis While, who marmied Fonk's Tfafbern mit ger decked oin
Ronald Douglas "Poddy’ Bell. The orginal Fareigh was sold ond when like thix cvery tme
they bought the property here cbout 40 years ogo, the mome was she pows riding!
franstemed. This was cnginally a Beleld {no relation) property and along Picrured aboand
with the nearty property, Primley, was purchased by Feank’s panents, the Thoroughimed,
VWhen | momed Fronk these were fwo small houses on the property and :E::;i

e livisd i R | dr:srgne_'.-d Tha Fouss we B 0 nows wihich is aboul Fhab "i-"“"'

a kilormaing from B Trom -g-:ll:-l,'. W Pl 500 hasod ol .ﬂuﬁg_p,.l:j hnﬂ}ﬂing a sds saddts
ctile carved e Baifers O Covied By Wogyu Bulls” Insmslivegly 1 Bulls EepsiotieraIvadr b arid
e selected just as much for conformotion and temperament a5 the off the Thuer ate Rocks
ponies. “We run goats here as a weed reduction program rather than Charity

the produchon of goats os such, althocugh we do sell clder goats, Thea
goats rotake the poddocks with the catfle and the horses, which greatly
helps with the porositic probéams”

“Interestingly the bulls are selected just as
much for conformation and temperament as
the ponies.”

We Iy 1o be susianable B ol our I‘q',‘rr‘!lng peachess, ard aim o -.:;-eEI el
nulrient cyche h:hp-jb-e‘:ﬁlﬁ__q Al Phe stabde manuie g scrwialis! p=l=tE R
the gamden and the vegetable garden. and what's left after harwasting
goes n bo compost and to the chooks, with ibe chook monure going
on the garden as well. The casthalic is easy elegance and practicality

w ’j{ .

with the cocasional delightful folly o please the eye, if the 3807 views o

the Mew England Tablelands ae not encugh The grats are an Rportaii part of paddock matmtenance.

A combimarion of feral, Boer and some Saanen, they are
prectiered ow the highest poimt of Farleigh,

Jain us again next month wien we ook furfher arownd Fareigh Shad
and meal some of tha hoses. %

:y QL e
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—Farlei gk

A bt E_.;'.! a.rm,r.tc o phe Austradion Fumfmrp:'
The lralfan fouraatn i o eoonderfil feanm:
off the Ferleipl pardes, aud commeds frod

ey -

Yirea micver bniote mokar yoir el fernd arowmd the cormer o Maradeo Park Tieer A Feeoel and ker foal, Farleiph Cosetre by
Farleiph, Here, a flock of Dorper sheep follote the srallion Thellech Enigrua (Tmp), bock seand ard sl for the camers,
Farleigh Tom Kenten, through the reeladlife plemiarion.

“’ﬁ“wﬁ.ﬁar Yo 7 i Hiin

A Border Collee pup om ihe ram, Tt enad aff the Bovaise on @ fetiter paovming, dhotalng domme of

e pardes, and the 160 year old bell frown Piohertng”,
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“Manvy of the Farleigh
ponies, galloways and

hacks have jumped and

i evented, which greatly
adds to thetr usefulness.”

. | -

L s e

Jarire, after a day'’s mustering aboard

Fardeiph Tudor Rose, phorographed by hifs brother,
Migel, “WE don't huree a sicsarbdke om the pliace,
AN the srock work &5 done il hovses, The carrle
ang mich quecter and ok berier for hovses as
reetly they are happier and more placed ™,

Deborah (Wickman) Bell was bornin Sydney and grew
up in Bowral, not far from the Equestrion Federafion
training property there, and rode with Doug Green
and Australian Team Trainer, Franz Maringer. "l had a
dressage ond performonce bockground, and then |
came to the University of New Englond up here and
met Frank. | confinued with a bit of dressage and
evenfing, but when | come fo Farleigh, it became
almost impossible o travel as much. We starfed
Farleigh criginally as a racehorse and performance
horse stud, with winners in many fields. Showjumpers
ond eventers had successful careers and were sold
oversedas (NI and Jaopan), and several successiul
hacks were bred and shown, Two early stallions
at Farleigh were the Thoroughbreds, Big Hat (GB)
by High Hat by Hyperion that came via Olympian
Bud Hyem, and Some Lufe (FR) thathad a double cross
to the French Champion. Djebel As commitments to
family and property increased, smaller show horses
and ponies looked a more attractive prospect”

A | gn1 racd mlerdsiec] i show Borsss, | slafed ofl will 1he
remnants of the dessogefrocehorss hend and pud English
Ihding Ponbzs over Them 1o breed alfrcive pefarmancs and
show horse lypos '.'.nrlhi:lg-;u:.hdil,ﬂ'n;u:r-:lmr'-nl which is mporiant
to me. The Riding Pory shud really started when | purchased
Fuey Kifcof {(Syon Roval Pormail (oo Fusey Caltoushba)
Irarm e wedl kincwn Dreeder and artish, Mary Pinsent, She had
firishuisc Boras "l;_jll'lq ard CIETE e e mcares T A Mm]:fmr'ﬂﬂqw},“r L:ﬁrﬂ MR Fl""*f!l' Eoir-car.
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f.l Ll i
Thruw_paﬂni’pmﬂr:ulﬁm,
Trelloch Ernggaa, stamds “Fury™ Iibe o bix
paddeck ar Ferfeigh. 11’ a srdce e df poni

e Trachey evsonighi & per i1
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il Wiison

Dieborah itk her 200 2 Grand Nanenal
Wrner Small Shote Huoner Galloaay,
“Frrleiph Manor® (Farlaigh Nesorod |
Farleph Martinipe),

A Mary Piagerr bronze of Farleigh Miznon,

Brooduiare, Farfeigh Caraling, apodng the
good I and indieed, a pood paddock,

I beeping toith the

®  suuadinable plidosspliy

ot Fardeiph, four banks
af solar pamels, & nen
huloepart syatem, freds
Jposver straight back
f e pridl The pamas
o e almays be
Sacing the s, “Chir
potoer Bill i miore than
aariply covered by toliar
oo axre prard dv the
elecrricity corpany ™,

A brvely Torsy ' wvather vane.



A ratier rare pamtad Mary Premt statue, Thes i
Furzey Caronshba, Kit-cor's mother, and she 13 stll alive ap 3o,

The progeny wene successiul n the show rng and |
have confinued fo infroduce new blocd alomg fhe woy'
King lodge Jerermy Faher (Joninos Litle Joker Imp)
Hamplarne Heoamwean Sanl imp) wos odded o e mix
Debomh, the doughler of o WWWI RAF Spiffire pilol. mokes
frequent trips bock to the UK fo visit fomily ond on one
ol fhese excursions, Telech Enigma (Cusop  Angerpnint)
Trellech Spint of Spring) was purchased from Carol Gould, fo
Bobster the stolion ranks af Farleigh, and in 20012, anothes bip 1o
the UK sow the puchase of the coll, Howslown Deamoafcheyr
(Starky Grange Royal Appoirdmanty Tredech Chanlilly Drearm)
The zon of heo very successhd ponies, Dreamcalchar will no
dioubt further odd to the sucoeass of the Faleigh breeding regime,
whame hype coupled with tfemperament B the fundarmental
blrﬂ:lding Erirsiphi, o5 is sudlability

“As I am the family dwarf at 5’87, it
seems futile to breed ponies; we like to
ride what we breed!™

“Whilst | don't consider myself exceplionally skithdl = amy
particular equestian pursull,” exphains Deborah, *| think | have
a recsonoble eye, and the impored horses compliment tha
broadmanis, Thay ani alsd far remcsed Irom 1he usual miparied
Riding Ponézs. bodh in breeding and size. As | am the family dword
at 5'8°, it seems fufile lo breed ponies; we like o nde what we
bl Trelech Endgema (mipd is jusi undier 14.2hh ond Howslown
Dreamaaicher (imp) looks as if e will eclipse his stoblemate”

Thaa hove bean countless Farleigh Champions bolh led ond
ricdiden, including theThosoughbred hock, Baharmaby Big Hal (GB),
Champion Shaw Hunber Galioways, Fodergh Maron and Fn:rﬁ'.'lgl'l
Lyttonand Hocks, Farksigh Leander and Farksigh Unigue (NZ), that
have anjoyed outstanding cansers. Thesa ana just the fip of tha
icebery and Debanah tells us; Bhey still have family representalives
on the shud’. Mary of Ihe Fnllthgh ponies and -;p:;'llk:lw:r.'r. Ficyan®
jumped and evended, which greatly odds o Thedr usefulress,
and fhere hove been some dressage spediolists, such as
Farkeigh Zebandine. Farkmigh Top Col and Rarksigh Siegined, The
Bells are well aware of their responsibilty to the land and fheir
animals, and both o cored for with vision, inteligence ond love,
but oz Debarah soys: everyone has o eam thes keep hame', &

Wekat about the coorkers! L-R Alice, Teddy end Patsy ane
decorative and sseful and ready for actien.

Dieboral deserites the main sable Bock as, “net the premmest™. The
very fumctional Auscealion design hag four boees and & howe to
fhe iy dhoge horses. There B8 storage [ accommuodarion abiove and
Jrevavenion for engivt Dorres to be stabled om the property.

Fare tmtrodices Hococtotem Dneaimearcher (), the mosn recearly
triporred stallion from the UK, ro the “colomial™ tack roowr. A far
cry S eolun B eoas asedd s in ol UK, o i Ry appwenenr fibaerry,
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